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No big news this time; I just want to point 
out that the lovely cover coloring job this 
issue is from Tom Luth, who is currently 
busy coloring the Usagi Yojimbo Sum- 
mer Special. 

Zac van Note writes to inform us that 
his ProFolio will be publishing the future 
exploits of ‘‘Lizards,’’ still written by 
John Holland but drawn by a new art- 
ist; the Holland/Wilber team will also be 
represented, however, with ‘‘Joe 
Bushkin,”’ an opus Zac says ‘‘almost ap- 
proaches the comedic genius of Sam and 
Max Freelance Police—it’s that good!’’ 
Write to ProFolio at P.O. Box 21694, 
Albuquerque, NM 87154-1694 for details. 

The current issue of Amazing Heroes, 
the Swimsuit Special, includes a lot of 
art that should be of interest to Critters 
readers—including pin-ups by Donna 
Barr, Jim Groat, Mike Kazaleh, J.P. 
Morgan, Steve Purcell, Kyle Rothweiler, 
Stan Sakai, Tom Stazer, Ty Templeton (of 
Teddy Payne, no less!), Anthony Van 
Bruggen, Reed Waller, Deal Whitley, Ron 
Wilber, and many more! Don’t miss it! 

The illustration on this page is by the 
aptly-named David Cannon, whose letter 
leads off the section.—Kim Thompson 


Dear Kim, 

You asked a question about the mili- 
tary/funny-animal connection in issue 
#22’s letter column. Putting on my Navy 
slow-interface thinking cap, I think I’ve 


come up with a wee bit of reasoning as 
to why. 

First would probably be tradition in the 
military of assigning various animal type 
names to military hardware. Take the 
F-14 “Tomcat” Fighter Jet, and “‘Sea- 
sparrow” or “‘Sidewinder”’ missiles, for 
example. Squadron, Division, and de- 
partments of various commands also like 
to have designating logos of funny-ani- 
mal design, to be unique from another. 

Second would be monikers applied to 
military people in a command. Take 
mine, for example, where sailors are 
called “squids” or ‘“‘deck apes.” This also 
applies in that an aircraft carrier such as 
mine would be called a “‘bird farm,” and 
crew living areas aboard are called 
“coops.”” 

Third, and definitely not least, is the 
fact that frequently people aboard a ship 
like mine actually behave like animals. 
Neat things happen like: 

(1) An individual is handcuffed and 
stuffed into a laundry bag by a few of 
his buddies, and then: deposited on a 
master chef’s rack (bed). 

(2) Needle-gun duels (don’t ask!). 

(3) Hat destroying contests (usually 
chain reaction). 

(4) An individual falls asleep in his 
chair, is tied to it by his shipmates, and 
left that way. 

(5) Peopie having a birthday beware, 
because that usually involves spankings, 


[CONTINUED ON PAGE 24] 


WHAT MAKES PEOPLE COLLECT 
JUNK LIKE THIS... AND THEN 
WANT TO SHOW IT OFF 2/ 


- 


T 
pRKING A es 
GMig Hall WHEEL 1 grTr 


THE STUFF HAS BEEN SToRED AWAY FoR : IT'S A LONELY AND BORING voB.., \ 
YEARS ,BUT NOW THAT THE COUNCIL NOT MANY PEOPLE FEEL LIke 
CHAIRMAN |S AN AMATEUR ARCHAEOLOGIST, COMING TO THis Part 

HE WANTS IT ON DISPLAY! ye "yp, ’ OF city Hat! 


"7 
L 


DP, 


= 4 
qT 


a — 
B) 
Cy ¢ 
fn AND I'M THE A ey 


ONE WHO Has T0 GuaRp IT/ ae 


BEING ALONE WITH Aw 
THESE SPOOKY DOODADS 
CAN REALLY GET TOA 
GUY AFTER AWHILE. / 
Se, 


7 MR. SIEGEL I$ CRAZY 
ABOUT ALL THIS 
JUNK TM GONNA 
GET YELLED AT/ 


MAYBE LT 
COULD TRY 
GLWING THE 


HEH HeH/ Good 
THING I'M AN OW G 
HAND AT PUTTING 
MODELS TOGETHER! <4 
NOBODY'LL NOTICE 

A THING! 


STATUE , IT MueT BE 
SOME KIND OF FlvTE/ 


SO 
eo 


WHAT AN AWFUL NoIse / NO WONDER 
MEBOOY HID THIS INSIDE THE STatuE/ 


WHATSIT MUST'VE 
N INSIDE THE 
Statve/ 


MR, GNUFF/ 
ARE YoU STILL HERE 
wed 


‘ao 


ry 


" 


y 
a 
SSE! 


THE BACK DooR'S 
OPEN..2 FUNNY... 
\t'e USUALLY 
KEPT SHUT/ 


IT'S past cLosina | fey I 
TIME,.OH WELLTLL | Mae AFTER MEW. UR. SIEGELLL TAKE CARE OF THE 
ASK MR. SIEGEL Res WAN ENTRANCES/ 


ABOUT IT IN THe | py See 2 
MORNING / PIS 


Boy, AMI Gap k= 
ame «TO GET OUT OF THAT 
DUSTY PLACE! 


MABE THE FLUTE SOUNDS 

BETTER OUT IN THE OPEN. 
I THINK T'W Tey (T. 
ONE MORE Time! 


NO THIS THING 1S J 
HOPELESS / - 
¥ HMM, THEY MUST'VE 

HAD A HARP DAY! 


T'LL TAKE THE FLUTE HOME AND SHDW IT TD 
GNICKY! MAKBE HE CAN HAVE SOME FUN WwrtH I1/ 


AND NOW FOR THE USUAL 
QUESTION... WHAT'S For 
DINNER 2 


Y GNUFF USUALLY LEAVES A NOTE ON THE 
TABLE IF HE ISN'T GOING 7D BE Lome... BUT 
TONIGHT IT'S HIS TURN TO MAKE DINNER! 


I THINK IT'S SME 
KIND OF FLUTE! 
LET ME TRY 


(T Looks 
REALLY ANCIENT / 


— BUT HERE'S 
\ SOMETHING ELSE / 


B0Y 1S THIS THING HARD TO PLAY/ 
I CANT GET IT To SOUND RIGHT/ 
YoU WANNA TRY IT, ALBERT 2 


V HEY ALBERT / ARE YOU TIRED OR SOMETHING? C’iON / SNAP OUT OF IT/ COME ON, YOU 
I KNOW IT DIDN'T SOUND VERY PRETTY BUT CLEEPYHEAD! ALBERT, PLEASE/ 
THAT COULDN'T Have PUT You To sLEEP/ 


me 


Tug |S HOPELESS / 
GNEUIE ISN'T HERE, 


GNUFF CAA) 
HELP Z 


He's 
USUALLY HERE 
WHEN) THE DOOR 
ISN 'T LOCKED a1 


OF COURSE! THE SEXE 
KITCHEN! 


UH OH! 
SOMETHING'S 
BURNING! 


T Pacey on THE) [] You DID,anicKy 2 I SAW Some PEOPLE 
SLEEPING IN FRONT OF CITY Hat, WH 
J TRIED THE FLUTE OUT/ 


WEP BETTER .6E CAREFUL 
Witt THie/ _— = 


MEANWHIL 


I'M CONFUSED... I DON'T REMEMBER WHAT 
HAPPENED, EXCEPT I HEARD 
A STRANGE NOISE OR 

SOMETHING wr 


YOU DoNn'T 
LOK SO Goop, 
MR, SIEGEL. 


WHY, MR. 
SIEGEL / How 
COME ‘You'RE 
SITTING HERE 
ASLEEP 2/ 


HMM... NOTHING SEEMS TD BE MISSING! MR. 
GNUFF WAS ON WATCH BEFORE ME,., HE 
LIVES ON GEORGE STREET... 

SHOULD T CALL HIM UP 2 


NO,NO,. IT GAN 
EASILY WAIT UNTIL 


/ WAKE ME UP, 


ahs ALL ON/ 


W 


BURGLARS 7// 
seers 


WHERE ARE You?! Come 


OUT, 60 L CAN BASH You, 


ANCHORS 


You THIEVES! 


THe FwTeS, - SOMEBODY BROKE IN. 


BEEN STOLEN! (7 Paes 
LL) EMPTY NOW 


THERE'S ALSO A YOU'RE RIGHT, GNICKY. 
FUNNY MDSTY LIKE OMETHING 
CMELL IN VERY VERY OLD/ 


Here / 


THEY LOOK LIKE 
See! THE ey ee: HOOFPRINTS/ 
THIEF CAME BED... 
THROUGH THE 
BACK YARD AND GOAT'S 
usep THE HOOVES / 


a AND 
\ eee THEr'Re 


iLL 
Fees! 


THAT STATUE You A THERE MUST BEA 
BROKE WAS A PAN PLAYEP CONNECTION. 
BUT WHATZ 


THE NEXT 


DRE ABOUT. 
BUSTING To. 


” SD YOU FOUNP A SET OF PAN PIPES IN DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT, MR. 

Db THE StATUEZ GNUPF,.. (T WASN'T WORTH 
YEAH/ LooK , I'm VERY MUCH. : 
= _ 


BUSINESS ABOUT 

THE FLUTE INTERESTS 
ME BECAUSE I'm AN 
AMATEUR ARCHAEOLWGIST 


WHA-@ THE STATE'S BEEN BUSTED 
AGAIN{ BUT THIS Time IT WASN'T 
M4 FAULT, MR. SIEGEL! 


PERHAPS , BUT 
THEN WE WOULDN'T 
Have FouUND ovT How 
IT WorKep/ 


ALLTHIS REMINDS ME OF 
THE SceiBeLe STones/ 


J SOMEBODY OT & 

THERE WHo Knows 
A LOT MORE ABOUT 
THIS THING 
THAN WE Do! 


SCRIBBLE 
STONES 2// 


BUT AFTER MUCH RESEARCH T 


OH ,YES ( UP TO NOW ,THEt'VE 
GRADUALLY ~UNLOCKEép THE CODE... 


BEEN A MYSTERY FoR 
ARCHAEOLOGISTS... THE 
MARKINGS WERE 


T THERE 
BE A SIGN ON THg 


Dovet iT/ 


THE INSCRIPTION SAMS 
A MAGICAL SPEW 
WAS PLACED ON 
AN ORDINARY 
Flutée/ 


I WANTED TO WRITE # ve For Ver Me Les » 

JOURNALS FIRST! Don" ME WRONG! 
ecto I'M JUST AN 
AMATEUR IN 
THs FIELD! 


WHAT Do THE SToNes SATE 


UNFORTUNATELY ,I CANT DECIPHER THE 
REST/ I Qon'T HAVE Aw THE PIECES/ 


YES , AND THIS SPELL IS 

ACTIVATED WHEN THE FLUTE 

1S PLAXED ON Mip- 
SUMMER NIGHT/ 


MR. GNUPFF/ YWu'RE INTERESTED IN ARCHAEo- 
LOGY! WHY DON'T WE SPEND MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT THIS “EAR AT THE BURAL GRoUND 
IN THE BIG Woops ¢ THAT WAY ,WE MIGHT 
FIND OUT {OME (WORE ABOUT THIS APFAIR/ 


PI POUND THEM /UYceLE 
ABOUT TEN Y€ARS AGO 
NEAR THAT ANCIENT 


BURIAL GROUND UP : 
IN THE 614 worst J 1 


THE STATVE 
CAME FROM 
THERE , 100, BUT 

IT ISNT QUITE 
60 OLp!/ 


TO Go OUT ANP 01G AGAINS THIS IS 
GOING TO BE FUN/ AND NOT ONLY THAT, 
TL BE SCIENTIFIC! 


WELL ,,. GNICKY WILL Love IT, BUT FoR ME ON 
MY SALARY ( COUGH, COUGH ) THIS'LL BE THE 
ONLY VACATION WE CAN AFFORD THIS ‘TéAR/ 


GOING BY 
YOURSELE INTO : 
THE 81G WooDS CAN 
BE DANGERoUS / 


WHAT'S THE POINT IN VISITING THE 
PLACE WHERE THE FLUTE WAS FOUND 
(F THE Fwre'g GONE 2 


y pe. AYA : 
ASE 
SN 


vw PND I DECIPHEREP AN INSCRIPTION THAT SAID Y_| | J WELL... m1 COULD BE THAT SOMETHING yuST MIGHT 
YOU SHOULD PLAY “THE FLUTE ON | ( HAPPEN IF WE VISIT THE EXCAVATION SITE IN THE 
1 MIDSUMMER NIGHT! ae H iy Ba woops AT THAT PARTICULAR Time! 


YEAH BUT WE DON'T KNOW) AMA at PY Moe RIGHT / ANP WHAT'S 
WHATLL HAPPEN HENS, : Ys af. |} 4~- 4fV BOTHERING ME 1s JUST 
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN! 


DON'T WoRRY! I'VE BEEN ON PIGS HERE BEFORE 
AT MIPSUMMER! THERE'S NOTHING DANGEROUS 
ABOUT IT, ie .GNUFF/ 


WELL... AT LEAST HE SHOULD 
BE A REASONABLE PERSON! 


I'VE ARRANGED D MEET RANGER FOGARTY. 


y 
OKAY, OKAY! T UST 
Hore You'RE RIGHT/ 


” ENF) eve mitt Dip You ( 
ar a eg come ¥ ss Wy BRING THE BOYS ALONG 2 
WITH YOU ‘iw: ‘Se 
Far! yp tM) THEY WERE ANXIOUS 
v las TO S€e THE Placé/ 
BESIDES IT 1S THE ONLY 


VACATION WE CAN AFFORD 
THIS YEAR/ 


THE GROUP SOON REACHES | 

THE BURIAL GROUNDS | 

EA THE AUVCIENT 
MPLE RUINS... : 


PEOPLE DON'T COME 
HERE ON (MIDSUMMER 
NIGHTS 


IT'S STRANGE THAT WE'RE 
5 THE ONLY ONES HERE! 


7 ISN'T wie di ae 
IMPRESS 
VOR OMUPEE 


MIDSUMMER MIGHT 
HOLIPAY__IN 


IS A 
MOST PLACES! "Gao THWag 


SAD THINGS 
HAPPEN! 


PEOPLE IN 


THESE PARTS 
STAY INDooR? 


AT NIGHT/ 


SOUNDS MYSTERIOUS! 
IT ALSO MEANS 
IRE ON THE 
RIGHT TRACK! 


MIDSUMMER IS 
No LONGER 
Jovous 
HERE (SIGH), 


wee FOLKS WOULD 
RATHER HAVE A Goop 
TIME THAN LOOK AT 
ov RUINS! 


I Wonper. WHO 
PUT UP ALL THESE 
BIG STONES 2 


Ghiono te © 
HAUNTED. IN 
IipsummeR ! 


WE'RE HERE BECAUSE OF Come THA 
JUST AS STRANGE — A MISSING 
MAGIC FLUTE THAT PUTS PEoPpLe 
TO SLEEP WHEN You PLAT iT/ 

WE FOUND THAT OUT IN THE 
cry! 


BUT IT WAS 
FOUND 


IF YoU ALREADY knew of THe \_| 
STRANGE PHENOMENA ,THEN IT 
SEEMS TO ME THAT YOU'RE ACTING 


RECKLESSLY! 


HAVEN'T YoU HEARD OF THE TERRIBLE THINGS 
THAT HAPPEN IN THIS AREA 2 


NONSENSE / T WAS HERE ON A 
DIG TEN YEARS AGO ,AND I 

NE6VER HEARD OF ANYTHING 

UKE THAT! WHERE DID “ov 


HEAR SUCH Rumors? 
| IT ALL BEGAN 
y SEVEN YEARS 
AGO. 


y 
) 


, Z 


We WANT To 
HEAR MoRE OF 
THE story! 


b) YES! BRINGING CHILDREN Here WHH 
YOU ESPECIALLY Now! THAT'S 


EACH YEAR AT THIG TIME, LOCAL CHILDREN 
PISAPPEAR/ 


WHA'2/ CHILDREN 
DISAPPEAR 2/1/ 


IF YoU HAVEN'T HEAR? 
ANYTHING I'S PROBABLY 
BECAUSE NO ONE TALKS 
ABOUT IT VERY LOUPLY,, 
(T_WOULP FRIGHTEN THe 
TOURISTS AWAY / BUT 

EVEN SO, THE RUMOR 

HAS SPREAD! 


AND We'ee 
ONLY NOW 
HEARING 
ABovT ITZ 
TYPICAL! 


BUT WHY IS IT 
HAPPENING: 
me. Ren 


EITHER Boys! 


ARE THE KIDS STILL THEY'RE USUALLY 
MissinG 2 FOUND AGAIN A 

FEW 0043 

LATER 


w. BUT THEN THEY'RE 
COMPLETELY EXHAUSTED 
AND CAN'T REMEMOER 
A THING... PARENTS SAY THE €& 
CHILDREN HAVE CHANGED... 


I HAVE RELATIVES WITH CHILDREN WE'VE ALREADY Come OvT HERE NUFF! AND NI 
IN THIS AREA MYCELF, AND I'VE IF WE BOTH STAY IN THE RANGER CABIN TOMGHT, 
PROMISED To STAY WITH THEM NOTHING'S GONNA HAPPEN 
THERE NOW, BUT ‘UL CAN USE 
MY CABIN WHILE T'M GONE,. 


THANK YOU AR. 
FOGARTY! 


AND_WE WERE EXPECTING 
STRANGE THINGS 
TO HAPPEN! 


YOU Dipn'T BRING any 
KIDS ON THIS TRIP EITHER, 
COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 


WED BETTER Go BACK D THE 
CABIN RIGHT NOW, £01S...IT'S STARTING 
TO GET DARK Now ALREADY! 


YOU CHOVLON'T LET YWOURCELF BE FRIGHTENED: I 
\ BASICALLY BELIEVE ONLY WHAT T CAN SEE OR 
A) READ IN INSCRIPTIONS! 


Y WHO KNOWS % 
WHAT THEY'LL 

FIND OUT 

JONIGHTZ 


GNvFFS LocKep é 


You'Re 
POOH - POOHING IT 
BECAUSE You'Re 
THE ONE WHO 
BROUGHT US OUT 


HAVING To STAY 
INSIDE ON SUCH AN 
EXCITING NIGHT I$ 

No FUN! 5 


\ Cas: 
AT LEAST IT'¢ 
C021 IN HERE, QNICKY,, 


THAT WoULp 
MEAN THERE'S 

(MORE THAN 

ONE FLUTE. 
THE ONE IN 
“TOWN WAG JUST 
Discoverer! 


) marge IT ISN'T JUST THE SOUND oF THe FTE! \ 
YoU COULD EASILY BE KNOCKED OUT ANP DRAGGED 

OFF OTHER WAYS! 
SCAREDY CAT / 


IF WE STICK CloSE 
TOGETHER , NOBODY 
-CAN SNEAK UP AND 

SURPRISE US, 

Aleert/ 


ba-my/, NO iI DON'T Wy 
Surrose THEY 
—ad, COULP--BUT STILLw. J 


wOND BEING KIDNAPPED Isn'T 
WHAT I'0 CALL FUN! 


NO FLUTE PLAYER COULD GET THE GETTER 
OF US, ALERT IF WE STUFFED COTTON IN 
ouR EARS! 


CIVON, ALBERT / LET'S TRY AND SOLVE THE BIG 
MASTERY! WE'LL MAKE A LOT OF KIDS AND /— 


PARENTS HAPPY IF WE CAN 


BESIDES , GNUFF AND VR. CIEGEL MIGHT 
NEEO OUR HELP OUT THEze, AND FOUR 
FAIRS OF EWES CAN) SEE BETTER THAN Two! 


EVEN IF NOTHING | 
HAPPENS GNUFF'LL S 

BE MAD BECAUSE 
WE PISOBEYED HIM. 
You CAN BET on IT/ ff 


we OOND DASH OFF INTO THE 
MOONLIT MUPSUMMER MIGHT ve 


MEANWHE ,OUT : re_AND HERES WHERE T IT LOOKS LIKE 

AT THE Ov 88 ! Founp THE ROCKS WITH Somepony's BEEN 

EXCAVATION S11 Ce ; AAs SCRAWLED INSCRIPTIONS DIGGING HERE 
i THE "SCRIBBLE STONES" / PECENTLY/ 


FUNNY,..I HAVENT o> OH NO, MR. GNUFF/ THESE 
HEARD OF ANY NEW . / DIGG@INGS ARE CLEARLY THE 
) ARCHAEOLOGICAL fr mith Work OF A TRAINED SPECIALIST! 
PRoJects IN THiS fi) , Z HMM. HERE'S A NEW PART a7 
AREA / Fl " OF AN INSCRIPTION/ I WANT AR 
TO TR1 To DECIPHER IT/ 


HOOFFRINTS/ WUST LUKE 1) se T THINK THEY'RE COMING FROM | 
THOSE WE FOUND IN TOWN! | Ad J 4,8.( THE avcient temee of THe 
a : ee SUN! 


ff 


lid pel 
io = ae 


iG) 


Suataee’) THERE'S SOME More AT THe pore! THer've WY OH,r ws 1D Never \ 


es ye \EM ALONG! 
pe Te over Hers! > BEEN KIDNAPPEP FROM BROUGHT ! 
ea 3 FOoTPRIN HERS, s THE CagiN/ 


( I WONDER WHERE THE 
U PRINTS LeAIZ gy 


SHOULD'VE GONE 
ALONG WITH 
QGNICKY'S CRAZY 

ID6Al 


\F THAT KIDNAP 
BENDS A HAIR Oe 
THEIR HEADS TL 

» TEAR HIM APART! 


GOOD IDEA You've HAD, 


THE TRACKS LEAD @ 
Here/ PuT THESE EARMUFFS ON/ I BROUGHT } 
M ANG FoR SAFETY'S SAKE MZ.Gnure! CIRAIGHT TD THE . 
Elance oup Temple! 
THAT'S AT LEAST ONE ee 
if 5 

Me. SIEGEL! vy 


iis ny 
FAULT THEY were 


WHEN THEY REACH 
ad ad TOME & 


~=7A) a 


Ios 


IT'S GNUFF AND mR. 
CIEGEL/ I'D BETTER 
GO ON PLANING TO 


WILL YOU GIVE 

UP OR DO T 

HAVE ‘To WALK 
ALL OVER 4ou4l 


T'VE UNTIED THE BOYS... NOW LET'S TIE THE Bt (THAT Won'T BE A PROBLEM! 
PAN UP WITH HIS OWN ROPE. me. sieaeL/ GNICKY'S STOPPED PLATING/ 


WE STUCK COTIN IN duR EARS So 
HE COULDN'T PUT US TD SLEEP... 


Vi» BUT WE SHOULD'VE REALIZED HE'D GET THE 
DROP ON US JUST THE SAme/ 


HE'S REALLY 
very Nice/ 


BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT ,BuT IM AN 
ARCHAEOLOGIST 
MXSELF THOUGH 
FRO 


ZI WAS HERE ON A IG WHEN I UVCOVERED 
THE ANCIENT PAN FLUTE! I TRIED PLATING 
17, BUT IT SOUNDED WST HIDEOUS! 


PW, 


ZL RECAWUED AW AWCIENT LEGEND , KWOLIN ONLY 
aT A MAGICAL FON FLUTE/ 


W FRAGMENTS , ABU 
THIS HAD 70 BE IT. 


I BURIED THE STATUE WHERE I Nap fowp 
THE FLUTES SEVERAL DECADES WENT By, BUT 
THE FLUTE'S SPELLS 


2@ PREVENT AVYONE ELSE FROM FALLING VICTIM 
ZL REMAINED UNDER 


70 THE SAME CPELL , I MOLDED ALLAY STATUE 
AROUND THE DANGEROUS ISTRUMENT/ 


OWE DAT I DISCOVERED THAT SQNEINE HAD 


ZI SIAVP HIDDEN) IN THE DEEPEST PART OF 
FOUND THE STATUE, WT I DIDN'T CARE! THE FluTe 


THE 81@ Woops, WHERE PEOPLE SELDOM 
VENTVRED! I SOUGHT CONSTANTLY FOR A Wary WAS GONE AND I FELT IT WAS FOR THE BEST/ 


TO BREAK THE SPEU ,8UT W VAIN 


; _# Yl 


EACH (NIDSUMMER'S MIGHT FOR THE LAST 
SEVEN YEARS I'VE GOTTEN A CHLP JO FLAY 
FOR ME ONA FLUTE LT MADE MYSEIf... 

ji OT 


SEVEN TEARS AGO ,Z SUCCEEDED IW DECIPHERING 
SOME INSCRIPTIONS ABOUT THE SPELL! 7 BREAK 
1T,A CHILO, WOULD LAVT 
Fan FLUTE OV 


ve BUT WITHOUT ANY SUCCESS / THEN I FOUND SOD went IW7T0 THE CITY TO GET IT! IT 
A NEWSPAPER A FEW WEEKS AGO, AND TI BELIEVED THAT OLY THIS APIRTIUVIAR Fan) - 
SAW MY STATUE WAS ON DISPLAY IN TOWN FLUTE COULD BREAK THE MAAC SPELLS 


BROS Ss 
bead 


BUT EVEN HAVING THE RIGHT 
FLUTE DIDN'T HELPS TI MUST 
RESIGN MYSELF Td MX FATE... 


IF EVERYBODY'LL HOLD THEIR EARS WHILE I 
PLAY TU BE GLAD To TRY AGAIN/ 


ANY Goop/ 

I've TRIEp AND 

HOPED FOR SO LONG, WE 
NIGHT JUST AS WEW Give UP/ 


AID THEN SOMETHING 
MIRACULOUS HAPPENS, 
THE ARCHAEOLOGIST 
BALOMES HIS 

OLD SELF AGAIV/ 


THANK HEAVENS [THE SPELL Ig BROKEN A 
“THOUSAND THANKS, EVERYONE! BUT T Don'T 
UNDERSTAND How. 
oR WHY 2/ 


“THE EXPIANATION LIES IN THI STONE ZX FouND 
OVER BY THE EXCAVATION / THEREST OF THE 
MISSING TEXT ABOUT THE FLUTE IS ON IT/ 


-— Crk pr 


IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DaNCING FAN 

THE FLUTE I$ TD BE PLAYED BY A CHILO 

» WHO WISHES FoR THE Spe 
T BE LIFTED! 


THAT WAS THE STONE T FOUND, BUT I CoULDNT| 
MAKE OUT THAT MYSTERIWUS DETAL ABOUT 
THE CHILD HAVING TP WISH FoR THE 


SPEW'S BREAKING! 


THAT'S NOT GSO STRANGE! You'RE AN 
ARCHAEOLOGIST FROM A CENTURY AGD, AND 
THE LAST PIECE OF THE SCRIBBLE CTONES' 
CODE WAS DECIPHERED ONLY RECENTLY. 


22 


q 
Y GHAVE YOURSELF . PETER, OR THE 
‘V6 NEARD THAT AN ARCHAEOLOGIST Now 6 
Wook A eapreneey MYSTERIOUSLY SOMETIME IN BOGEXMAN WILL Come AND Get YoU! 
THOME L. THE LAST CENTURY... WOULD YOU BE HIM? 


ou 


YEG, ITS IN MY BACKPACK, AT SCUEEK PAYEE HONE | 


LRIA AE! 


y 
THAT'S JUST WHAT I 
WAS TELLING You, 
Honey / THERE'S 
NOTHING MORE BORING 
THAN TAKING A TRIP 
BY BUS/ 


» AID SOMEWHERE 
OR OTHER THERE 
/S A LITTLE Boy 
RUNNING AbovT 
AND PLATING 
A MAGIC 

PAN Fi LU TE. 


-« WULESS, OF 
COURSE , HE'S BEEN 
CHANGED INTO A 
YAN HIMSELF. 


C7 it70p/ -88 


@ 


[CONTINUED FROM INSIDE FRONT COVER] 


pinkbellies, mass beatings, and other 
nastiness. 

I lie not. If you doubt me, enlist in the 
Navy or any other armed service and 
find out for yourself. All but #1 of the 
above has happened to me. 

As for myself, I just plain prefer the 
funny-animal genre of comic book (like 
Critters) and prefer to draw funny- 
animals. I have had people come up to 
me and ask, “Hey! Draw a picture of 
me!” I reply, “What for? I see your face 
at work every day. Why would I want a 
picture of it?” I rest my case. 

I'm tired and going to bed. 

FC1 David P. Cannon 

F.P.O. New York, NY 09538 
PS: Mark Martin’s “Radical Dog” in 
issue #30 is a dead ringer for one of my 
shipmates. His nickname is ‘“‘fat-cat.” 


@ Beall you can be, huh? If this letter 

prevents just one Critters reader from 
enlisting... — 
Dear Mr. Thompson, 

I'm afraid the decision to go single- 
feature with Critters may have the oppo- 
site effect on me. You see, with me it’s 
because, with several choices each 
month, there’s usually one that’s worth 
the price of the cover. But the others 
often enough aren’t something I'd buy. 
So, you see, you may lose 2/3-3/4 of my 
normal sales volume. I hope there’s not 
too many others like me. . .I’d hate to 
lose such a terrific magazine as Crit- 
ters! .. .me being one of the faithful since 
the beginning. 

Actually, if there’s enough who like 
Critters as an anthology instead of a 
feature, you may decide to change your 
mind back. 

Sincerely, 

Trevor Woofenden 
Haydenville, MA 


@ So far, sales have picked up a wee bit 
with the non-anthology format, so the 
prognosis for our staying this way is 
good. I do plan a Christmas return to 
the anthology format, but that’s a ways 
away, isn’t it? 

Now for a letter from a one-time con- 
tributor to Usagi Yojimbo. —KT 


Aloha Kim, 

I get a charge out of Kyle Rothweiler’s 
“Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus.” What an original 
and refreshing off-the-wall strip! His 
little asides in the panels, i.e., Cloud 
Neon, Two Left-Over Feet, Fakir Oats, 
etc. (Critters #36) are reminiscent of the 
marvelous Smokey Stover by Bill 
Holman. I love a good funny strip that 
tickles the intellect as well as the ribcage. 
Congrats to Kyle on that score! 

Dave Thorne 
Kailua, HI 


® You know, it’s a funny thing, but while 
Kyle’s work has met with a lot of resis- 
tance among part of the readership, his 
fellow cartoonists love his work—almost 
to a man! I think this means I’m onto 
something here, and I hope the reluctant 


readers will pick up the next issue, which 
is an all-‘‘Platypus’’ issue. —KT 


Dear Kim, 

Let me apologize for calling Andrea 
Feldman a man. That was completely my 
mistake. When I wrote the letter about 
Omaha the Cat Dancer all 1 remembered 
was two letters that didn’t like it. I mean, 
in comic fandom the chances that they 
were both male were pretty good, don’t 
you think? But that is no excuse and I’m 
sorry I confused the gender of Ms. Feld- 
man. 

As for the violent attack on me be- 
cause I defended Omaha, I have to take 
the Fifth. I went back and re-read the 
letter in question, thinking maybe I wrote 
some terrible, hate-filled message. But 
I found the letter I remembered writing. 
A tongue-in-cheek plea for people to 
read Omaha and hopefully like it. I 
wasn’t ugly or mean anywhere in the let- 
ter. Can Ms. Feldman say the same in 
her letter? 

I'm sorry if this isn’t the letter that Ms. 
Feldman wanted, but I refuse to apolo- 
gize for something that I didn’t write. ’'m 
sorry she took it the wrong way. 

John F. Holland 
Westwego, LA 


@ You guys don’t fool me—it’s love at 
first sight, isn’t it? Anyway, here’s 
another letter from Holland. —KT 


Dear Mr. Thompson, 

After reading Critters #31, I finally 
decided to write you a letter. About one 
year ago I did not know that a comic 
book like Critters existed (I collect quite 
a lot of comics, but mostly Marvel, DC, 
and Gladstone Disney comics) until Fred 
Milton answered a fan letter and wrote 
me that his strip “Gnuff’ was being 
published in Critters, and being a big fan 
of his work I ordered your comic through 
my local shop. The first I got was #24. 

After reading 8 issues I can tell you 
what I think of Critters: it’s great! 

Although the best strip is still “Gnuff,” 
“Fission Chicken” and “Angst” are also 
fantastic! When I first read “Lizards” I 
did not like it very much, but after a few 
more stories I’m really starting to like 
them. 

“Lionheart” can’t get me really ex- 
cited; there is nothing wrong with the art, 
but the story is not always that com- 
prehensible for someone from Holland 
(I follow the main items of your politics, 
but some of the political jokes are hard 
to understand, but I did get the Ollie 
North jokes!) 

“The Blue Beagle” strip has also some 
political satire, but this strip is, in my 
opinion, much better than “Lionheart.” 

Rene Stoops 
Tubahof 15 
4876ZM Etten-Leur 
The Netherlands 


@ Rene requested that we print his whole 
address, which sounds suspiciously like 
a plea for pen pals to me. See you next 
month! —KT 
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